


All our dreams can come true if we have the courage to pursue them. 
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ZT THINK 
WE SHOULD 
TAKE A 
BREAK, 

















Chapter 16: Bluebird Drive - 
a ; 





















«ALL OF 
WHICH 
MEANS 

«WE START 

FINE-TUNING 

FOR THE 
MEET THIS 
WEEK. 

















LISTEN TO 


+60 YOU YOUR BODY 
CAN STAY IN AND MONITOR 
TOP FORM. YOUR 
PROGRESS... 


SHIRT: SEIRAN 


HERE. 
FROM MY 
LITTLE 
SISTER. 








IT's 
BUT 
NOT LIKE 
I CAN CONFLICTED 
GIVE HER 4 
ANYTHING 
IN RETURN. 





MUST BE 
TOUGH. 
MANAGERS 
DON'T 
GET MUCH 
RECOGNI- 


















WE'LL 
MAKE IT 
HAPPEN. 


THE BEST THING 
YOU CAN GIVE 
HER IS YOUR 

SUCCESS. 

SMASH THROUGH 

REGIONALS AND 

MAKE IT TO 
NATIONALS. 




































































AS LONG AS 
YOU'RE THERE 
WATCHING ME 
LIKE USUAL, T 
KNOW IT'LL BE 
ABLE TO RUN 
MY BEST. 









WHAT AWAITS 
US BEYOND. 








+AS OUR 
LAST. 

HURRAH, 

AT LEAST... 


AREN'T 
you 
WORRIED, 
MIZUKI? 











IT DOESN'T 
FEEL REAL, 
THOUGH. 
SEIRAN'S 
NEVER MADE 
IT PAST 
REGIONALS 
BEFORE. 


IF WE 
LOSE, IT'S 
OVER FOR 








































Cig 


twant | i 
TO WAIT. 





you 
COULD GO 
HOME, YOU 
KNOW. 





ee 









OH! 














SHE SENT 
A TEXT 
TO CHEER 
YOU ON. 


RIGHT. 
REMEMBER 
THE GIRL 
FROM NISHI 
HIGH... 







THAT 
WE MET AT 
THE DISTRICT 
MEET? 





FINALS. 



































I DON'T 
WANT TO 
HEAR ABOUT 
ANY OTHER 
GIRLS RIGHT 


wow. 


























THEN | 
WON'T. SAY 
ANYTHING. 











STAND TO 
EVEN SEE YOU 
WITH OTHER 
TEAMMATES. 















































MYSELF. C—2 tf 





I'M SORRY. Chika 

THE TRUTH \_gflm* NUg si - 

IS, T'VE BEEN Ee a A 
THINKING eg 
CREEPIER . SN HOH? Y 
THOUGHTS ch, S a, Lids} 
RECENTLY... \ l 

















. BUT T 
CAN'T DO 
ANYTHING 
I MEAN, ABOUT IT. 
IT'S FOR 
YOUR SAKE 
THAT I'M— 


SHOULD 
I JUST NEVER | 
TALK TO é 
OTHER GIRLS? [- 











YOU KNOW 
I CAN'T 


I THINK 00 THAT. 
OULD 
EA 





\ 


































































































































































































































































OM. WHEN 
YOU SAY 










THAT'S 
YOUR 
EXAMPLE...? 
Favorite 
Foops...2 











«+: THERE'S 
SOMETHING 
ELSE YOU 
SHOULD 
CARE ABOUT 
JUST AS 
MUCH. 





IT HURTS 
BECAUSE 
YOU'RE TOO 
FOCUSED ON 
TLOVE THE IDEA OF 
THAT YOU'RE — WINNING IT 
THINKING FOR ME. 
ABOUT ME, 
BUT... 





‘YOU'RE NOT 


ALLOWED TO 
THINK OF 
ME UNTIL 

THE MEET'S 

OVER. 


RURI-CHAN 
CKOUHAI) LOVES 
ICE CREAM, 
BUT SHE TOLD 
ME SHE'S 
ABSTAINING 
FROM IT FOR 
THE MEET. 


I THINK 

YOU NEED 
TO COOL 
OFF A BIT, 

MIZUKI. 











Bur YOU'RE | 
WHO T'VE BEEN 
RUNNING. FOR 
THESE LAST. 

YEARS. 


Five 


WHAT ELSE AM>~ 

I SUPPOSED, TO 

BE OUT THERE 
FIGHTING 





WHO YOU 
SHOULD BE 
FIGHTING 
FOR. 











WE'RE BOTH 
ON TRACK 
TEAM. WE 

CAN'T GOA 


SINGLE DAY 
WITHOUT 
SEEING EACH 
OTHER. 


sow — STILL 


Azewe THOUGH J) 


ACTUALLY 
SUPPOSED 
70 Pur 
DISTANCE 
BETWEEN 
us? 












WHY'S SHE 
ACTING THE 






















































‘MORNING. 





YOU. CONT 


_ TALE TO ME?. 








THAT WAS 
WAY TOO 
FASTA 
CHANGE!! 


WY 











THENExT @& I soncay AA 
TIME YOU - ly sep 
00 THAT, 
Z I'LL CRY, 
Z YOLl KNOW!? 
































































































































































































































KICKING LO ay 
THEMOE| THISNS) 
/ S300) ARDS 
ARDS I 






























































































































































































































































eo 


guTTanl NZ 
CSLUNE?. 





AS I WAS 
YOURE SO I NEED 


SAYING, 
NOT You TO TELL \ AUNTIE AND 
LISTENING ME WHERE To. CHEER YOU 
AGAIN! AND WHEN— / ON FOR SURE 
THIS YEAR. 








eles You CAN 
THEY'RE MAYBE IE M cuROAMA- 
Bewnne YOU TALKED SAN WONT 
‘ce eone= TO ME LIKE 4 Serie 
moe voes, || ARE 


BE THERE. 
—=\ “rmiut’ || REMINDING (7 gl YOu KNOW 
} CHEER UP... 














YOU SHOULD 
REALLy Ler ANSWER. 
HER HEAR THAT 
ADORABLE 





YOU Agk 

ME FOR 

THAT ANO 
NOW THIS/?, 





MOE EVEN 
LIKE IN 
YOUR HEAD, 
AYAKA- 


WHAT /S IT 
THAT I'M 
AIMING FOR? 





SHOULD REALLY 
TEXT YOUR MO 
SOMETIMES. 





“| THOSE ARE 
IMPORTANT, 
I GUESS. 


BUT I FEEL 
LIKE IT'S 
DIFFERENT 
WITH MOE. 


T:-WONDER 
IP I'LL FIND. 
WHAT'S REALLY. 
IMPORTANT, 


sO MY 4 
FEELINGS... Y y by 
ARE TOO S MOE CANT: 
T\ mucu... | - iy GIVE ME AN. 
MOE No! J { ‘ANSWER,:: 
WOULDN'T 


DO THAT! 


WHAT. IF. SHE. 
JUST. WANTS: 
70.GET AWAY: 
‘FROM ME. 
‘AND ALL'MY: 
FEELINGS: :?. 





"BUT.I'M. 
TRYING SO, 
HARD." IS 

THAT IT?. 





EVEN THOUGH: 
THERE'S. 
NOTHING MORE. 
IMPORTANT: 
THAN MOE... 
THIS.1S JUST: 
‘MEAN: 


THAT'S. 
WHAT.I. MEAN. 
BY THE: 
REASON. 
TRUN.": 





SHE 
WASN'T 
THE ONLY 
REASON... 


CAN'T 
REMEMBER 
ANYMORE... 


WE LEAVE 
TOMORROW 
AFTERNOON 

AT FIVE. 


$0 LET'S ALL 


MAKE SURE eens | 
WE'RE AT THE 
FRONT GATES Pam “ll | ee 


BY FOUR. 


SHE'S 
BEAN Like | | Pitted THIS IS 
THAT THIS | | ANYTHING| SERIOUSLY 
SHE'S WHOLE AT ALL, jOT 
SUPER TIME, 
ACTIVE 
DURING 
PRACTICE, 
THOUGH. 


JACKET: SEIRAN ACADEMY HIGH 
SCHOOL, TRACK TEAM 























PERFECT 
TIMING!! 





WHERE'S 
YOu MOE- 
GUYS'RE CHAN? 


«BUT T 
KNOW YOU 
GUYS'LL BE 

ABLE TO 
MAKE IT TO 
NATIONALS. 





WE 
COULDN'T 
MAKE IT 
HAPPEN... 


DON'T 
MOCK ME J 
PLEASE... (IMM 


DIVORCED, 
HMMMM? 








I WAS 
KIDDING. 
I HEARD 
YOU'RE 
THE SHORT 
DISTANCE 





YOU'VE 
WORKED 
HARD, 
MIZUKI. 


GO OUT 
THERE AND 
HAVE FUN. 























































































































MIZUKI. 





I GUESS... 
IF IT'S TOO 
HARD FOR YOU, 
IT SHOULDN'T 
KEEP 
PUSHING... 


I MEAN, 
I GET IT. 
















LET'S QUIT 
THIS “KICK 
THE MOE” 






I'VE BEEN 
ABLE TO 
IT's FUN || RUN ALL 
NR. HAN TORUN. || THIS TIME 
THANKS 
LEAST, I “WE ON. 8 
WANT TO . : You'Re NoT 0 YOU. 
STAND 4 THE ONLY 
TALL AND -~ REASON 
SAY I'M > T 00. 
ENJOYING f 
It. 


I SHOULD BE 
RUNNING... 


lsh he 
ee Le 
MG We 
> 


«FOR 
MYSELF JUST 
MUCH AS FOR 

YOU, MOE. 















Kyu 
* Sauzeze) 
7 


MUCH ABOUT 
you, I WANT 


CARE ABOUT 
YOURSELF 


DIED OF 
EMBAR- 
RASS- 
MENTI! 





ANYWAY. 
LET'S GO 
BACK TO 


NORMAL 
TOMORROW. 


I TOTALLY 
STINK LIKE 
SWEAT, 
DON’T I!? 
SORRY! 


«ATS HALF ~ 
MINE. 


HALF THE 
REASON YOU 
RUN IS ME, 
THEN... 





20 
cue) 





DON'T MAKE 
IT SOUND LIKE 
I’M JUST 
YOUR GREEN 
PEPPER 
DISPOSAL... 


ALSO, GREEN 
TLL GIVE — PEPPERS ARE 
You MY ACTUALLY 
PEPPERS FOR base 
THE REST eneees 
OF MY LIFE, 
MIZUKI. 
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HOMARE 





IT SEEMS 
THEY 


COME ON! 
DON'T 
LEAVE YOUR 
UNIFORM 
LYING OUT 
RUMPLED. 


TRACK TEAM. SHE'S 


ai 
Meddling Captain Felee 
Sie REALIZES.. 


SUNTANNED BEFORE 


I'M GLAD 
THOSE TWO 
STILL ENDED 


EVEN THOUGH 
WE DREW 
LOTS FOR 








YUI 


THIRD-YEAR, 
TRACK AND FIELD 
CAPTAIN, 


HOTEL, 
THE NIGHT 
BEFORE 
THE MEET 


AD 
= AND I GET 


TO SHARE A 
ROOM WITH 
CAPTAIN! 





LOON’T 
REMEMBER 
GIVING BIRTH 
TO SUCHA 
MESS OF A 
OAUGHTER!! 














Mizuki Senoo 





Third-year student at Seiran Academy High 
School. Track team sprinter. With her boyish looks 
and her slightly pessimistic attitude, she is the 
prince of Seiran Academy. Even with the start of 
a new school year, Moe is number one as always. 
But given her looming retirement from the team 
and graduation from school, Mizuki seems to be 
thinking about things in her own way. 






















| LSA 


SHE'S 
MADE IT ALL 
THIS WAY. 


iY j)/)) ||) 





































































































































\" i My 
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I'LL SAY, 
“GOOD WORK,” 
LIKE ALWAYS. 





AND SHE'LL 





You 
DID REALLY 


THANKS 
FOR 
RUNNING 
FOR ME, 


we 


sol 
WATCHED 
YOU RUN 
THE 
WHOLE 
TIME. 















«BUT I 


FEEL LIKE 
I DID GooD 
ENOUGH. 









































































































IT's 































































WHEN YOU 





ON ME. 








STILL DON'T 


JUST KEEP 
YOUR EYES 








omer NG’ 


SUPPOSED TO \ DIFFERENT, 
BE ENOUGH 


MIZUKIE 



















YOU'RE 
SAYING NICE 
THINGS 


5; 
iy 








IT HURTS 
THIS MUCH, 
HUH? RUNNING 
FOR MY OWN 
SAKE... 






























































IN THE END, 
M/ZUKI ALMOST 
DION'T MAKE /T 
BACK TO THE j 
BUS ON TIME. 4 
HER EYES 
WERE ALL RED 
WHEN SHE DID 
& SHOWUPE 



















































































MIZUKI, 
WERE 
YOU OKAY 
YESTER— 



























































MIZUKI, \ 
[WHERE SS SHE'S 
Leake YourSS sven more 
shoes? = 























THE LAST 





























I HATE 
THAT IT ALL 
ENDED AT 
REGIONALS. 


I REALIZED 
I HELD OFF 
MY FEELINGS 
ABOUT 
RUNNING... 


«WITH 
THE IDEA 
THAT I WAS. 
RUNNING: 
FOR YOU. 









AND, 
LIKE, IF 
























































i 
4 = MAYBE REALIZED 
\ IT WOULD THAT 
i, aa \ HAVE BEEN SOONER 
vA i} Wy ALITTLE 
g BETTER, 
j s = YOU KNOW? 
wo 
BETTER ME 
WOULD BE 
RUNNING. 





+ BUT IT'S 
DIFFERENT 
Too. 





1-YOU DID RELY 
TOO MUCH 
AND T wisHeo ON THE IDEA 
YOU'D NOTICED rene 
SOONER IF : 
IT'S HURTING 
YOU...BUT... 





5 


















NO! 
THAT'S 
















I'M 
SORRY. 





TOTALLY I GUESS IT 
NOT IT! WAS HOLDING 
YOU BACK ALL 


THIS TIME. 











on MAYBE IT'LL 
BE BETTER 
TO HAVE A 
BIT MORE 
BREATHING 
ROOM BETWEEN 
US. J 





ve DLL SET 
UP ONE 

LAST RUN 

FOR YOU. 












T'LL ASK 
PEOPLE TO 
COME WATCH, 
GET SOMEONE 
FOR YOU TO 
RUN A RACE 
AGAINST. 






SIGN: BUS STOP, BYOUIN-MAE 



























































BYOUIN- } BUTT 
Mae! y WON'T 
Ser COME. 








BYOUIN- 
Mag! 






































YOUR HARD 
WORK, THE 
RESULTS YOU 
GET...THOSE 
BELONG TO YOU 
ALONE, MIZLIKI. 











FORGET 
ABOUT DOING 
IT FOR ME. 











RUN FOR 
YOURSELF 
AND NO 
ONE ELSE. 


OKAY... 

















= : THANKS: 
OVER THE poesn't| |" 


7 FOR DOING 
TOP, AG I'M MATTER Wane WE atten, 
ALWAYS WIN zs SHOULD 
CHECK OUR 
- SHOES AND 
STUFF. 

















WHERE'S 
THE 
MANAGER? 








SO, COUSIN, 
I HEARD 
YOU'RE THE 
} ONE WHO 
y ASKED FOR [-—— 
r A RACE 
SUDDENLY 
CHANGED, | ‘tale “HME: 
HUH? 4 











KUROSAWA- 
SAN GOT 
CHALLENGED BY 
HER SENPAI, 
| THINK? 


ARE YOU 
OKAY, 
NIKAIDOU- 










































































BECAUSE 


IMA 
DIFFERENT 








wd CAN'T 
UNDERSTAND 
EVERYTHING 
ABOUT YOU, 
NO MATTER Wy 
HOW MUCH \ 
I WANT To. ; 








EVEN 
0... 


















































































Live 


EVEN IF IT 
MEANS I'M 
STEALING 
\ YOUR I 

REASONS... 





















































wD LOVE 
THE MIZUK/ 
WHO RUNS 
FOR MY 
SAKE! 








7 ssn) aC 


‘AND IT THE WAY 
even | THINGS WERE 
| STARTED GOING, IT 
| RAINING.| SEEMED LIKE 





TLL 
WALK 
I YOU TO 
BORROWED THE BUS 
AN STOP. 
UMBRELLA. 


I DIDN'T 
NOTICE YOU. 
REALLY, IT 
JUST COMES 
DOWN TO 
ABILITY. 





I FEEL 

BETTER. 
I COULDN'T Borie 
WIN HERE, ceeet 

IT NOW. 





I'M DONE 
WITH 


T FEEL 
LIKE THIS 
PUTS AN 
END TO IT. 























I HAVE 
TO 
REALLY 
THINK 
«WHAT ABOUT... 
I WANT 
TO DO. 


I CAN'T 
RELY ON YOU. 
I HAVE TO 
DECIDE FOR 
MYSELF. 


I'M SORRY Ane 
FOR ALL THE . OE sOnT 
TROUBLE, FOR jai \ poet 
WORRYING i THANKS. CAN THINK 
YOU... . j LIKE THIS 








DID I SAY 
SOMETHING 








holding it in 
since the day 
of regionals. 


But... 
when I think 
about how 
this is really 


sabouthow yg 


you could run 
-l can’t even without 
be strong 

anymore... 


YOU WERE 
BEING 
STRONG. 


~ GETTING ff 
EMBAR- 
RASSING, 





16 
OKAY 
70 
ORY. 


IM THE 
ONLY ONE 
WATCHING. 











I CRIED 
FOR FIVE 


WHOLE 
MINUTES. 








NO! 
IWAS JUST 
THINKING =f 
YOU'RECUTE 
EVEN WHEN 
YOU'RE 
CRYING! 


NYONT 
ELSE, BEFORE 
OR DAD... 













WHEN'S THE 
i NEXT BUS? 
'E SHOULD 








noTStey 
By YOU SHOULD | Meme 
| HAVE Kissed 
@ /\ Me FOR REAL. 
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One More Regional 


THE FASTER 
I GET, THE 
MORE I GRAB 
HOLD OF. 


MAHO 

THIRD-YEAR, SEIRAN 
ACADEMY HIGH SCHOOL, 
TRACK TEAM, QUIET 
|AND CALM. 


I WONDER 
IF YOU'LL GET 
TO NATIONALS 

AGAIN THIS 


























YUMEKO. 


|SECOND-YEAR, 

PUBLIC CO-ED SCHOOL. 
HAS KNOWN MAsO 
FOR SOME TIME. 


CONGRATS 
| ON MAKING 
IT TO THE 
_| REGIONALS. 





YOU'RE 
REALLY 
AMAZING. 


THE FASTER 
I GET, THE 
FURTHER AWAY 
SHE SEEMS 
FOR SOME 
REASON... 


I HAVE MORE THE 
FRIENDS NOW TEACHERS 
TOO, FROM RESPECT.ME. 
THE PRACTICE 
TRAINING ‘CAMP. 
< 








COMPARED 
WITH ME, 
MS LUKE 
YOURE 
FROM 
ANOTHER 
PLANET... 


I’M :SORT. 
OF FAMOUS. 
AT SCHOOL. 


IT's BEEN 
THREE YEARS 
SINCE | LAST 

MADE ANY 
PROGRESS. 

















Moe Nikaidou 


Third-year student at Seiran Academy High School 
and manager of the track team. By appearances 
she’s a cool beauty, but she has an aggressive 
personality that complements more timid friends. 
Even though it's a new school year, she’s still glued 
to Mizuki, but she's slightly bewildered by the way 
her friend is changing on her own. 






vee 





mcr 
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IN THE 
FIRST YEAR 
OF MIDDLE 
SCHOOL, I 
WAS IN THE 
SAME CLASS 
AS YURINE 
KUROSAWA- 
SAN. 





I ALWAYS 
THOUGHT 
IT'0 BE 
GREAT... 


ae lP WE 
COULD BE 
FRIENDS. 


I'M KAORU 
MACHIDA, 


SHE COULD 
SERIOUSLY 





















































SO SHE \ ni 
LIKES THIS c 
KIND OF 

















I'LL MAKE ~< 
IT WORK 

- TOMORROW == 
SOMEHOW! 


I CAN'T || 
TALK TO 
HER... 


SLEEPING 
TODAY. 
TRY AGAIN 
TRY AGAIN = TOMORROW! 
TOMORROW! 


LY 
2th Paces cs Gill \ 
Mj“ are 


i 


ee eae 

isos 

RAINING, 

0.0 

TRY AGAIN 

= TOMORROW! 
oa 


TO Nove : TOMORROW 

cei FOR SURE!! 
BECAUSE OF i 

HIS JOB. : 





WHAT DO. 
YOU WANT 
TO DO? 


WHY 00 THIS IS 
YOU HAVE IT, THE PEN I NEVER 


MACHIDA-SAN? YOU LOST. MANAGED 
70 GIVE 





Mp 























































\WHAT WERE. \ 
—\ YOU USING \\S 
4 ? Ri 
‘Sih ~ 
= 


NO WAY! I 
CAN'T GIVE 
1T BACKI! 
I'M SORRY!! 







































































































































































































































































bad AND 
&] _ THEN IN 
to] me spane 
S| WHEN T 
MOVED up 


70 THE HIGH [I -® 





ee] 
| ie 
< 


"Spgs NOTING HOON: 
SUS APART NOW 


& IW, | 


WE || SL 


COULD BE: | 
= FRIENDS!?: 











wW- 
WE WENT 
TO MIDDLE 
SCHOOL 
TOGETHER. 
IT'S ME, 


KAORU 
MACHIDA! 





























ld 



























































































































I'M GONNA 
GO Buy 
SOME JUICE. 
COME WITH 
ME? 










































































































































































































































































































































































SHUIRAMINE- 
SAAAN! spuig 
TALKING TO \ © 
HER LIKE 


A NORMAL ( 
ay, \ PERSON. ».f? 
LIN 
Waves Z 
3 : 









ae 
f, { [\]) \\0 SHE WASN'T 
ey WAN THE KIND OF 


Kl % \ PERSON TO 
y “WAG HER TAIL 

! Tow 

You To 
H @ourity w 

















I KNEW 
4 KUROSAWA- _ 
SAN FIRSTI! = 


sIPI'D 
we “rally 
BEEN 
WY ABLETO 
TALK TO 
UNE... 








IT WILL! 
IT'LL BE FUN 
TO SEE IT 
TAKE SHAPE, 
DON'T YOU 
THINK? 








THINGS 
STAYED 
LIKE THAT... 








WILL THis HARD... 
ReALLy THIS 
TURN INTO FABRIC 


Walking a Teddy Bear 
Meek one 














THE NEXT 
THREE 
WEEKS... 


WE'LL 


AY BE MAKING 


way 


A TEDDY 
























I DON'T 





WELL, = MUCH, 
SOMETHING gu... 
LIKE THIS 

Is EASY 
ENOUGH. 


BEFORE! I'M 
EXCITED! 








N 





TLL GIVE 
YOU MINE 
WHEN IT’S 
FINISHED 
(00. 


NO PLACE 
FOR IT AT 
MY HOLISE. 








PRETTY SURE 
MINE WILL 
BE BETTER 

THAN THE ONE 

SHIRAMINE-SAN 
MADE AS A 

KID. 















WAY BACK 
WHEN, 
‘SHIRAMINE- 
SAN MADE 
A BEAR 

+.WHEN I DURING FREE 
TOLD HER IT STUDY OVER 






WAS CUTE, ~ SUMMER 
SHE GAVE —-BREAK, 
IT TO ME! AND... 










YOU CAN 
MAKE FRIENDS is 
DOING THIS, 


IN MIDDLE SCHOO! 




















ALTHOUGH 
YOU NOW 
CAN'T BEAT 
ME EITHER. 


























MEANT 
MIDDLE 
SCHOOL 
YOU ISN'T 
GONNA 
BEAT ME. 


YOU'RE 

ALWAYS 
Just 
SAYING 

STUFF LIKE 










































































































































































































































































SHIRAMINE- 
SAN 


SAID YOU 
SHOULD. 


I LOOKED 
UP TRICKS 
FOR MAKING 








ARE YOU 
GUYS SURE 

YOU WANT 
ME TO JUDGE 
WHICH IS 
BETTER? 

































































\{ sonowirs | 
Acontest, | 
HUH? 








WHAT'S 
THAT 
PAPER? 


YOU EVEN 
RESEARCH 
THAT STUFF, 
KUROSAWA- 
SANI? 


SOMETHING 
I'VE NEVER 


BEFORE. 


SHIRAMINE- 
Nv’: 
SERIOUS. 


SOLVE 
GOTTA BE 
SERIOUS 

TOO. 

































































I’M EXCITED 
I CaN TO SEE YOUR 
+| FOR-SERIOUS 
UNTIL IT's -_ 
FINISHED! 











AN ALICE 
BOW? 
THAT'S NOT 
YOUR USUAL 
STYLE. 


HUH? 
wait! 


SORRY! I 
SAID THAT 
WITHOUT 
REALLY 
THINKING... 





IT DOESN'T 
REALLY LOOK 
THAT GOOD. 













Maybe it's 
a broken 
heart...? 


ARE you 
MAKING 
HER CRY? 














THAT'S THE 
FIRST WE'VE 












I DON'T KNOW 













. LOOK! +rTHE BEST WHO THE HECK 
. ose ane’ | Ly YOURE | IT'S ONE OF GING, 72 "aRoxe YOUR 
“nat OTe MAKING | | | | THOSE CRAFT So crazy, HEART, BUT... 
coul FUN OF . STORES Caer, 
AND FORGET 






4 yse THEM ME... } YOU LIKE! 
\ ABOLIT IT. 


















































I Guess. |_ = ” 

MAYBE T'LL ~ ae RD. 
AND...RIGHT. GET THAT RIBBON.| eRe BE 
WHAT ABOUT ONE THEN. /] BETTER? 





THE EYES? 





Te ed 

























































































LAST YEAR 


DOESN'T THE 
TEDDY BEAR 
KIT FOR CLASS 
COME WITH 
EYES AND 
RIBBON AND 
ALL THAT? 


) —L 


WEHARA-SAN 
LIKES RED, 





I'S BECAUGE 
YOU 00 STUFF 
LIKE THIS THAT 


HAVE ANY REAL 
FRIENDS, YOU 
KNOW... 


IT COMES 
i> _ IN VERY 

HANDY AT 
TIMES LIKE 





I'VE 
RECORDED 
ALMOST 
EVERYONE'S 
FAVORITES. 





AND THIS 
50 T HAVE CONTEST 


TO EARN 

POINTS OUR TEDDY 
WITH THE BEARS WILL 
ACCES- BE BASICALLY 
SORIES. THE SAME 


SAI 
QUALITY. OPINION. 























iY 


DOK. 
CBADMPY 








I THINK 
I JUST 
OVERHEARD 
SOMETHING 


SERIOUS! = 









THE RED 
ONE'S 
CUTER!! 


SAN'S BEARS, 


PERFECT. LIKE 
SOMETHING 
YOU'D BLUY IN 








y _ANYONE WHO 
DOESN'T FINISH 
TODAY, MAKE 
SURE TO HAND 
YOUR BEARS 
IN BEFORE 
NEXT WEEK. 








ABOUT 
SHIRAMINE- 
SAN! 


WHAT IF SHE THINKS 
I'M BUTTING IN ON 
THEIR CONTEST? 
SHE'LL THINK I'M 
ANNOYING... 





I ADORED 
KUROSAWA-SAN 
AND THE WAY 
SHE WAS SO 
INDEPENDENT. 


I Was 
ALWAYS 
AFRAID OF 
NOT BEING 
PART OF 
THE GROUP. 
SOL 
COULDN'T 


AFTER ALL 
THIS TIME, 
THERE'S 
STILL... 


NOTHING 
I CAN 

















































































































This is...well, 
you dropped 
T'm really, ita long 
honestly sorry time ago, 
T couldn't give andI picked 
it back to you it up. 
right away... 


KACHA 

cen? I'M GLAD 
: \\ I COULD 
is : RETURN IT 
\ To you. 


IF You 
TOOK THIS 
CHARM... 
eAND / 
SET IT 
LIKE THIS, I DON'T REALLY 
BUT THIS IS x H KNOW ANYTHING 
JUST SOME ] P|, ABOUT THIS 
\ y fh CONTEST WITH 
SHIRAMINE-GAN 
YOU'VE GOT 


MAYBE...? 
f 
ADVICE FROM 


GOING ON. 


A FRIEND. 























WHAT? 
THIS ONE'S 
YOURS, 
KUROSAWA- 
SAN? 


weMAY TASK 
WHAT DION’T 
WORK...7 








THIS 
ONE’S 
CUTER! 


$0...FOR 
FUTURE 
REFERENCE... 











SHIRAMINE- 
SAN, YOURS 
IS SUPER 
CUTE TOO! 





WHERE'D 


LITTLE 
BONUS 
PIECE? 


BUT THIS 
DOESN'T 


seem Like |} | 


SOMETHING 


YOU GET you'd HAVE, || 
THIS WEIRD KUROSAWA- 


SAN... 





THIS 
RED JEWEL 
HAS SUCH 
A PRETTY 
‘SPARKLE! 





YESTERDAY 























KOKORO. 


SECOND-YEAR. CRAET 
(CLUB, DOMESTIC TYPE. 





MAYBE I'M 
JUST NOT 
GOOD WITH 
MY HANDS. 











pee I've Just 
" DONE THIS 
MORE, YOU'D 
GET GOOD \ 
AT IT TOO, 
RIKA-CHAN. 





3€ ZIAMOLS SHL GNIH3S S.LVHM ‘YSLVAHL SSI 


j AS : THERE'S 
/ | NO WAY 
HAPPENS, SLL |] yy = TLL 
TEACH YOU HOw Hd \ GET ANY 
aon No (pie Lh BETTER. 
\TTER HOw ‘ Pei “| IT'D BE WAY 
MANY YEARS : / FASTER JUST 
IT TAKES. f ]) 10 MARRY 
\ YOU INSTEAD, 


*$3N30S 3H GNIH39 ONIN3ddVH S3INOLS .3AOT FTL», JHL LNASaYd 3M 
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Kaoru Machida 


Second-year student at Seiran Academy High 
School. Member of the craft club. She went to public 
school until the fall of the first year of middle school 
and was a classmate of Yurine Kurosawa. Introvert. 
Although she adored Kurosawa, she couldn't bring 
herself to approach her. She's an average girl who 
likes crafts. 









ss KAORU Be oie 

MACHIDA 

AND KOHAG! 

by 

TM MOMIT ¥: Ee 
SHIKAMA, | ‘ 
MY BEST 
FRIENDS 

















'MORNING, 
KUROSAWA- 
SAN! 







: q.¥ Meee f 
























































































































































































































































































































































































































































vit 


sense 





‘AND YOU'LL 
STILL GET 
AN AVERAGE 
OF EIGHTY. 
I HATE YOu. 


T MADE IT 
THROUGH BY 
CRAMMING 
AGAIN. 


FINALS ARE 
OOOVER! 


Y "4 FORGET 
4] Let's co 

GET some ABOUT 

DonuTs _ THE 

on some- TESTS. 

THING ON THEY'RE 

THE Way OVER. 
HOME. 


I Just 
SORT OF 
‘SPACED OUT. 
I COULDN'T 
CONCEN- 
TRATE. 


LMIGHT BE 
IN TROUBLE 
wit MATH. 
































































































































Ou! 
YEAH. 
THANKS! 




























































































































































































KUROSAWA- 
SAN DOESN'T 
SEEM LIKE THE 
PATCHWORK 
TYPE. 


THE KIND CLOSER AND 
OF FRIENDS CLOSER. j, | 
WHO DO 4 


PATCHWORK 
TOGETHER. 


4% 


I DON'T 
REALLY 
GET YOUR 
STANDARDS 


FOR 
CLOSENESS. 















FoR THE 
\Flest 
TIME 
EVER! ! 5 
TALKED 
TO ME 


FIRSTH 



















































































WASN'T 
THAT OVER 
KUROSAWA- 

SAN? 





KAORU, 
AREN'T YOU 


GETTING 
WHAT RIED 


CARI 
HAPPENED TO z 
THAT BROKEN AVAY...¥ 
HEART You 
WERE GOING 
ON ABOUT? 

















senoeenssceree 
SnarescerTe™ 
armuuseonee seen seonenennane 


Ceeetbad 
lanesanqmn | | Hownsvewesnoer 








ae 
Seesssaze 


meren eer 








end 








I WONDER... 
KUROSAWA- 
SAN...MAYBE 
SHE'D COME 
WITH ME IF T 
ASKED HER... 


SO WHY 
DON'T YOU? 





AND WHAT 
IF SHE BUT IT'S 
STILL A 
MONTH 

DATE wiTH 

SOMEONE...? 








I GUESS 
THIS YEAR 
IT'S JUST 
THE TWO 
OF us. 





MOMIJI-CHAN! 
KOHAGI-CHAN! 


\ 
YOU TOOK 
THE worps \f 
OUT OF MY FM 



























SEE YOU i 
= GMORROW UE KuRosabia- 
2 





SAN! 





I 
I'VE NEVER COULDN'T 






I GET SO 

NERVOUS. | EVEN SAID ASK 
I STILL MORE THAN A HER... 

CAN'T TALK FEW WORDS TO 












TO HER... HER BEFORE... 
















nts 


P| 















CHANGE 
We = 
SUBJECTS” f 4 , 
{ ~ 
RAD) 
OUR IAS 








YOU WANT 






























IT's TO BORROW 
BUS Te HER NOTES Way ARE You 
I gust SO YOU'LL 
THINK IT'D DO BETTER 
ON TESTS 
SINCE SHE'S 
‘A GENIUS, 
RIGHT? 
























































IF YOU CAN'T 





FACE-TO-FACE, 
WHAT ABOUT 
ASKING HER 
WITH A TEXT? 


THAT'S ALL 
THERE IS. 
TALK TO HER TO IT, THEN. 
WE'LL HELP 

YOU, 




















IT’S T00 
SOON FOR 
DESPERATE 
MEASURES! 


THINK A LITTLE 
HARDER!! 





THIS SORT 
OF THING'S 
GOTTA BE DONE 
BY KAORU 
HERSELF. 
OTHERWISE, 
IT'LL BE ALL 
KINDS OF 
TROUBLE 
LATER... 


you 
SERIOUSLY 
DON'T GET 
IT, MOMISI! 


YOU SAY 
THAT, BUT 
REALLY... 





SO WRITE A 
NOTE AND TUCK 
IT INTO HER 
SHOE LOCKER 
OR SOMETHING. 






I'M JUST 
GOING TO 
GO ASK HER 
FOR YOu, 
KAORU. 


YOUR 
WAY'S A 

PAIN IN 
THE BUTT. 


+YOU 

DON'T LIKE 
THE IDEA 
OF KAORU 


MAKING 
SO YOU'RE New 
MAKING IT FRIENDS. 
HARDER 
FOR HER ON 
PURPOSE. 






























































oD MIGHT 
: NOT BE SO 

\ NERVOUS WITH 

~\Q (J 4 certer... 


\, 













$0, 
WELL... BASICALLY 
THAT'S ie 
VERY IN 
CHARACTER, wc WROTE fp 
KAORU. A LETTER. 





110 








SHE'S NOT 





y| SEE IT? 


I GUESS IT 
IS HOPELESS 

AFTER ALL, 

ME BEING 
FRIENDS WITH 
KUROSAWA- 


AND JUST 
WHEN...I 
THOUGHT 
I COULD 
GET THE 

COURAGE... 





ME AND 
MOMIII 
WILL LOOK 
‘SOMEPLACE 


TILL LOOK 
FOR IT BY 

MYSELF IT'S FINE! 

LATER... : WE'LL BE 

} LATE FOR 

SCHOOL. 


IT'LL BE 
FASTER 
WITH THE 
THREE 


IT SHOULD 
BE OVER 
THAT WAY, 
RIGHT? 


THE WIND 
WAS KINDA 
BLOWING 
THAT 
DIRECTION. 















HEY, 
SHOULDN'T 























YOU'RE 


THE ONE 
FOLLOWING 
ME. 


BUT YOUR 
EYES ARE 
BETTER, 
KOHAGI. 






PLEASE 
DON'T LOOK 
IN THE GAME 

PLACE A 


Taust 





yOUR: IT WAS. 


INSTINCTS 
are usuatiy VER SHERE 
RIGHT 
FOR SOME 
REASON... 














I WAS 
SURPRISED 
You 
SUGGESTED 
LOOKING 


we SAID 
WAS 


BORNE HOW Pate 


KAORU'S 60 "To 
FIXATED ON 
KUROSAWA- 































































SO IT FELL 











ARE YOU I's 
DANGEROUS. IN THE 
HISTENING. WELL Just POND... 
HAVE TO THAT'S 
GIVE uP— ANNOYING. 


























/ IF WE CLIMB 
ANYTHING Z IN THERE, WE 
COULD as COULD GET \\ \ IT'D BE 


HAPPEN. HURT. WHAT EASIER 
A PAIN. IT'S TO JUST 
LEAVE IT. 





STICKING 
WITH MY 
FRIENDS, 

NO MATTER 





SOMETIMES 
GETTING 
HURT..AND 

STILL. 





wD BELIEVE 
THAT 
FRIENDSHIP 
MEANS... 












WELL...IN 
THAT CASE, 
WE HAVE 
NO CHOICE, 























WHY RE 
YOU 
SOAKING 

WET/? 



















































































































































































































































































BUT 
YOU'RE 
SOAKED... 


SHOULDN'T 
HAVE 
GOTTEN 
THIS WET. 





TLL WRITE 
ANOTHER 
LETTER. 


IT FELL 
IN THE 
POND 
DOWN 
THERE. 


ANYWAY, 
SORRY. 
I GUESS 
SHE CAN'T 
READ IT 
LIKE THIS. 








z’M SO 
HAPPY YOU 
GUYS WOULD 
DO THIS 
FOR ME. 








Aw! 
























































WHAT'S WITH 
THE DESPAIR 
APTER 
YESTERDAY'S 





ADVENTURE? 





I GAVE IT TO HER 
THIS MORNING, AND 
I'VE BEEN TOTALLY 
ON EDGE ALL DAY 
WONDERING WHEN 

HER ANSWER 
WILL COME... 






















































I REALIZED... 
LETTERS...IT 
TAKES A WHILE 
FOR YOU TO GET 
AN ANSWER, 
RIGHT...? 
































| CONGRATS... 
THAT'S 5 
GREAT. . THANKS, 
j KOHAGI-CHAN! 
MOMISI-CHAN!! 


GO AND HAVE 
FUN AT THE 
FESTIVAL. 


























—| THE TWO 
OF YOU... 


































































































HUH? 


THE TWO 
OF US? 


















I DIDN'T SAY 

ANYTHING 
ABOUT THE 
WE'LL TWO OF US. 


ALL GO 
TOGETHER! 


AND 
‘cos KUROSAWA- 

IT'S KAORU, f SAN HAS 

I GUESS... = I KNOW! SOMEONE 


Let's Go SHE WANTS 
Look AT “TO INVITE 
YUKATA! 00... 


[—} 








WELL, 
ANYWAY. 





I GUESS 
THERE 
WON'T BE 
TIME TO BE 
BORED FOR 
A WHILE... 


AYUMI 


MIDDLE SCHOOL THIRD-YEAR, 
FIFTEEN YEARSOLD. SHE'S 
AN ONLY CHILD, AND HER 
PARENTS CHERISH HER. 


CHISATO 


hisato’ d TWENTY-FIVE. GRADUATED 
Chisato’s Roa VOCATIONAL COLLEGE, STILL 

Was NO FULL-TIME JOB. ALL 
SHE'S GOT ARE HER LOOKS. 





MY HAND- 
KERCHIEF 
GOT BLOWN 















































No NEED 
FOR THANKS. 
WHAT'RE OKAY, I WON'T I Just IWANT TO |B 
You THANK YOU. PICKED IT THANK YOU 
TALKING - UP OFF THE PROPERLY. 
ABOUT? BUT PLEASE PLEASE TELL 
? TELL ME YOUR he vouR 





NUMBER! NUMBER. 









xe éiAMOLS SHL GNIH3S S.LVHM :‘YSLVAIHL'SSIM 










PLEASE 


IT’S ALL 

















wart FOR INTERESTED 
Ell RIGHT! bleperd 
YOU SHOULD L'le ‘SUPPORT 
REALLY THINK SUPPORT ae 
ABOUT THIS. You! 
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goat. ik 
CURRENTLY, \ 
S UNEMPLOYED, 











Kohagi Inoue 


Second-year student at Seiran Academy High 
School. Kaoru's friend. Short. Having been at 
Seiran Academy since the beginning of middle 
school, she happened to become close with Kaoru 
when she transferred in. Later on, Momiji joined 
them, and now the three are usually together. 
Kohagi likes to meddle, while Momiji finds most 
things not worth the hassle, so they have a give- 
and-take relationship with the introverted Kaoru. 





SUMMER 
ways NEVER BEEN FESTIVAL. 
ALWAYS TOO Pe eens rh 
issie 10 6 ; THINK T' NE 
“ON THe WAY MZUK 
ON THE WAY if 


Lente Ea 
HOME FROM LEME 
PRACTICE. 





Git ae vot 



















































































































WE DON'T 
HAVE TIME 
FOR THAT. [eacksTO\: 
REGULARS 
‘CLOTHES! 





THERE y 
YOU GO S 
AGAIN. 









I KNOW 
YOU GOT 
DRESSED 
uP TO LOOK 
CUTE JUST 
YOU'RE FOR ME. 
CUTER THAN 
ANY GIRL 
I'VE SEEN 
TODAY. 





NO FAIR. 
SERIOUSLY... 





A 
ITHAVEN'T d 
TRIMMED IT Ff 7 a 
LATELY... Oh a > 


heel 


THE BRASS 
BAND FROM 
SCHOOL'S 
PLAYING ON 
STAGE. WANNA 
GO WATCH? 








WHY NOT? 
I WANT TO " 
GO WATCH. 




















«I DONT 
wANT ANYONE 
BuT you TO 
SEE ME DRESSED 
LIKE THIS... 



































































HEY, 
pip you MIZUKI? 
FINALLY 
DECIDE WHAT 

YOU'RE 
DOING AFTER 
GRADUATING? 


MIZUKI'S 
BEING 
WEIRD 
TODAY. 










































































































<ul 


1} 
iol U 


N-NO, WE 


CAN'T. WE'RE 


NOT GOING 
ANYWHERE 
WITH TOO 


MANY PEOPLE 


BUT SHE'S _IT'S 
NEVER BEEN TWENTY 
BOTHERED PERCENT 


ABOUT 
THINGS 
LIKE THIS 
BEFORE. 




















TODAY. 






WELL, 
MAYBE 


TRUE. 























| 


ONEE- 
CHAAAN! 


PHYSICAL 
) \\ THERAPY? 
SA RIGHT? 
YEAH. IT'D 

BE PERFECT 

IF T COULD 

WORK IN 

SPORTS 
SOMEHOW. 








THERE'S 
Or 


ING 
AT LEAS: 





I1'S...ONLY 
IF YOU'RE 
oy win 
Tee 














: I THINK 

oxay, |S > THERE'S SOME 

3 b KIND OF MAIN 
bere Co ay | OFFICE oR 
IO-CHAN. \ SOMETHING. 
MAYBE WE 

f SHOULD Just 
BRING HER 













































































ye if 
cD 


nme! 


y 











£ 








































































































































































































































MAYBE 
SHE WAS 
DISTRACTED 
BY THAT 
AND GOT : 
SPLIT UP 7 
PROM HER 
FAMILY. 


YOU WANT 
THAT. 
DOLL? 







































































GOT IT. 
I'LL GET IT 
FOR YOU. 


MOE, YOU 













weut, THis |e 








KID'S NOT CAN'T JUST 
GO DOING 
re MOVING THINGS ON 
UNLESS T 
YOUR OWN. 


DO THIS. 











































































































































































































THis IS 

uch... Rivicutous. 

MISTER, 

LET ME 5 
TRY TOO. 



























































YoU GOT 
IT IN ONE 
SHOT! SO 





YOU HAVE 
TO SHOW 
THIS GIRL 
HOW COOL 
YOU ARE. 








I'VE 
NEVER DONE 
ANYTHING 
RESEMBLING 
TARGET 
PRACTICE. 





BUT I 
AAALWAYS 
COME THIRD 
OR FOURTH. 


HOW COME 
ONEE-CHAN'S 
FAST BUT I'M 

SO SLOW? 





AND SHE'S 
SUPER 
FAST TOO. 





THAT'S 
THE MOST 
IMPORTANT 





wn EVEN IF YOU 
DON'T BEAT 
ANYBODY ELSE, 
THE BEST THING 
YOU CAN 00 1S BE 
BETTER THAN YOU 
WERE YESTERDAY. 








T'LL SHOW 
YOU A TRICK 
TO GETTING 

FASTER 
LATER. 


Wow CANT 
SAY IT $0 
you Do...? 


OKAy!! @) 


DOESN'T 
SHE LOOK 
LIKE YUl- 





THAT T'M 
THINKING 
ABOUT IT, 
‘SHE KIND 
OF... 





A 


ELSE IS. 


It 
WOULDN'T BE HERE TOO. 


THAT WEIRD IF 
THEY WERE. 





eINghay 


| mucyud / 
(STRETCH) 


IML TELL 
YOU! TUL 

| TELL YOU 
$0 STOP! 


BUT IF 
THEY HAD SAID 
"WELL, COME 


WITH MOE THEN,” 


IT WOULD'VE 
BEEN HARD 
TO SAY NO. 


BUT YOU MADE 
UP SOMETHING AND 
DRAGGED ME INTO 
IT TO TURN THEM 
DOWN, AND NOW 
IT'D BE WEIRD TO 
SEE THEM SO YOU 
DON'T WANT TO. 


way'p You 
LIE ABOUT IT? 
YOU COULD'VE 
JUST SAID YOU 

YEAH, YOU'RE WERE GOING 

SHOULD'VE i 

JUST SAID 

THAT. 





WHAT 
ARE YOU 
HIDING? 


0 YUI-CHAN 
AND THE 
TRACK TEAM 
INVITED You 
10 GO To 
THE FESTIVAL 
WITH THEM. 


YOU'RE 
NOT 


S'POSED 
TO LIE. 





I DION'T 


WANT TO 

TAKE THE 
CHANCE OF 
COMING ALL 
TOGETHER. 


I WANTED 
TO COME 
WITH You, 
EVEN IF 
IT MEANT 
LYING. 


J rr nav to 
BE JUST 
YOU AND ME. 














T'LL TRY 
NOT TO 
RUN INTO 
THEM 
EITHER. 


I DID 
ALL THE 
LYING AND 


YOU WOULD 
HAVE BEEN 
SMOOTH IN 
SAYING NO. 





I GUESS 
sO. 


SHOULD 
WE GET 
GOING? 





+ BECAUSE 
THERE'S 
SOMETHING 
I WANT TO 
TELL YOU. 


SHOULON’T 
WE HURRY 
ANO BRINE 





THERE'S A 
LOT MORE 
PEOPLE 
NOW, HUH? 





eu WANT , \ fTHouGHT 
706070 \ \\\. agourita 
THE SAME \\ Vedi. 


UNIVERSITY 





HARD FOR 
Tuar's HERTO 
Asour SAYIT.. 
WHERE 
WE ARE, 
I GUESS, 














ISN'T ‘ 
THAT SENPAI 
AND THE 
OTHERS? 


SIGNS: COTTON CANDY, CANDY 


1 [GUESS ee ...LETIS: 
++: THERE'S: If) |, LOOKS LIKE [DON'T NOT GET 
ALOT FROM 4 THE PEOPLE HAVES. TOO,CLOsE, 


SEIRAN WHO WENT OFF | I? CHolce: JUST IN 
UNIVERSITY, iS TO DIFFERENT CASE. 
OF COURSE. UNIVERSITIES j 3 

ARE BACK 100. 


+ SEIRAN 
UNIVERSITY 
HAS AN 
EDUCATION 
DEPARTMENT, 
RIGHT? 


MAYBE x 
COULD BE A 
TEACHER. 











THE TEACHER 
THING? NO! 
I WAS JUST 

THINKING THAT 
JUST NOW. 


BUT 
PROBABLY 


\ 


«IS THAT 
WHAT YOu 
WANTED TO 
TELL ME? 


WHAT DO 
YOU WANT 


TO BE 
WHEN YOU 
GROW UP, 
RIO-CHAN? 


BUT IT 
PROBABLY 
SHOULDN'T 

BE SO 
ARBITRARY 
ABOUT MY 

FUTURE. 



















EVEN 
IE MIZUKI 
WASN'T SURE 
ABOUT HER 
CAREER PATH, 
SHE'D STILL 
CHOOSE TO 
BE WITH ME. 


I FIGURED 
I'D JUST TAKE 
WHATEVER I 
COULD GET. 


I DON'T KNOW 
WHAT I WANT 
TO DO YET. 
AND THERE'S 
NOTHING I'M 
GOOD AT LIKE 
YOU ARE, MOE. 











WELL, 
SHE'S 
MY BIG 
SISTER'S 
KID, BUT 
YEAH. 


(as 
FEARED) 


SO THE "ONEE- 
CHAN" SHE WAS 
TALKING ABOUT 
WAS YOU, HUH, 
YUI-CHAN? 





YOU SHOULD'VE 
SAID SOMETHING 
IF YOU TWO 
WERE COMING. 


WE GOT A 
SPOT OVER 


COME THERE. 


WATCH THE 
FIREWORKS 
WITH Us. 











































DISASTER 3-50 
WITHOUT THAT'S THE 
SITUATION! 


= z TT D 
T REALLY THANKS, Jame ne lf @ 
AMA MOE. 
f) / 


WOULD YOU 
RATHER BE 
“| WITH THE Je: 


TEAM? 





BEAUTIFUL IN 
THE WHOLE 
WORLD. 

















LEAVE IT 









































































































































- ABOUT 
THE THING 
FROM 


eoelD'VE BEFORE... 
REALLY i 


CONSIDERED 
IT AND MADE 
A DECISION. 


— 


—— 












































I WANT TO 
I REALIZED barre tal 
THIS 1S AREY 
THE THING 


3 LACTUALLY 


WANT TO 
20... 














WE'LL RENT 
AN APARTMENT 
SOMEWHERE 























IF WE CAN'T 


| UNIVERSITY, 
THEN AFTER 
THAT. 





THAT'S... 
| FAGURED YOU 
BUT | NEVER WANTED TO 
S-SORRY! DREAMED SAY SOMETHING 
YOU'D SAY EMBARRASSING. 
ALL THAT. 1 COULD 
FEEL IT. 











cil 


AC 







































































































































































































































































YOU WENT 
AND CUT 
YOUR HAIR... 






































































































SHOULD | 
WE GET 
GOING? 












































| IT's } 
|e | ALREADY 
] SIX, HUH? 








WHERE 
SHOULD WE 
GO NEXT? 








RIO 


YUI'S NIECE. FIVE YEARS OLD. STILL 
CLINGS TO HER MOTHER, SHE OFTEN 
COMES OVER TO YulI'S HOLISE, 





After the Festival 







HONESTLY, oro 
RIO. YOU “— 
REALLY LIKE A 









THAT YO-YO 







































SK éiANOLS FHL GNIHAE S.LVHM :‘YALVSHL SSIM 












































REMEMBER \ \ 
RAISING ‘ \4 MIZUKL... 
rome you evs 
OF GIRL! JN Fivesveae 

OLDI? 


LOON'T 
REMEMBER AND 
YOU 


“THOSE, 
GIRES*/ 


°S3N3OS 3H GNIH38 ONIN3ddVH S3INOLS .3AOT STL, 3HLLNaS3Yd 3M 
‘3U3H-OOL S3INOLS 3AVH SYSLOVYVHO NIV 3H1 NVHJY3HLO 31d03d 








Momiji Shikama 


Second-year student at Seiran Academy High 
School. Friends with Kaoru and Kohagi. Tall. 
There's nothing she's particularly bad at, but 
since she doesn't really care, she slips by in all 
her subjects with just a passing mark. She has an 
older sister who works, and perhaps because she 
talks with her sister's friends, she seems mature 
somehow. 





| SHIRAMINE-SAN, 

YOU WANNA GO. 

TO THE FESTIVAL 
TOGETHER? 


Shiramine-san and 
the Summer Festival 


I'M GOING TO 
HANG OUT WITH 
KUROSAWA-SAN. 
















I WENT AND 


(( SY JUST GO SAID YES 
Y IN YOUR a \e WITHOUT 
REGULAR EVEN 


CLOTHES. les THINKING... 
f my yuKaTa's | CAN T 
STILL AT THE REALLY DO 
IMIZUK/, \ bs rps HOUSE! THIS!? 
That's , 
WHAT 1 
DOING. 















































IT'S FINE. 
MOE'S CUTER 
THAN FIFTY 
OF ME ALL ON ao 
HER OWN. i) KN otebeey 









It 6Ef unairs SMe 12 
SEN OM ‘Cielg Wb 
SENO ONE PES 


A T-SHRUF 
















I WENT AND 
IUGHT A 
NEW HAIR 

ACCESSORY... 






Ire 
= DEFINITELY 





— MAYBE I GOT 
= 700 CARRIED 
AWAY. 


wi 
4 WAY BETTER 
THAN GOING 
ALONE WITH 
SOMEONE I 
HATE—LIKE 
IROSAWA- 






























I saint 
: WOULD, 
DIDN'T I? 





































































































My, A I 


s0 HOW V7 
nee A peek: x ri SHIRAMINE SAN, 
TAKE A PEEK St 
aT THE THANKS’ OOK GOOD 
BOOTHS AND ON aKa. 
THEN GET // 
A SPOT? 




















I HAVEN'T 
BEEN TOA 

Your Ine, FESTIVAL 
"IN AGES. 

RIGHT, 

MACHIDA- 

SAN? 
THANKS. 











THE 
FIREWORKS 
ARE 
STARTING. 


NOT AT 
Aub. 


Be. 


ry 
Saueezey 





THERE;S) 

SOIMANY 

PEOPLE, 
HERES 


Bun Ts 
FEELEIIKE 
WE'REINA 
WORLOOF, 
\OLIRIOWNS 














THANKS... 
FOR INVITING 
ME TODAY... 





WE'LL COME 
JUST THE 











THAT'S 
WHALE 

Im 
PRREMORES MEANT/ 


ARE SO 
LOUD. 























DO I HAVE AYAKA 
TO KEEP SHIRAMINE, 
EATING? WINTER, 

a FIRST YEAR. 

FEBRUARY 

13. 






































YOU'LL 


T DON'T SEE THIS 
EVEN KNOW WHICH OF THROUGH 


WHI ONE'S THEE eee TO THE END 
ANYMORE. WITH ME! 











T0oNT IN OTHER THESE ARE 

YOU DON'T || NeeD THis Fi] _woros, YOUR Finest 

) MIZUKI! ) Have To || mucn... F\ is Love. VARINE'S 
YOU ARE - OYE: CHOCOLATES, 


SWEETER : ie 


THAN THIS : r +—} TO YOU. 
GANACHE! H If i + 











MY ENEMY 
WE HAVE NO IS THAT 



















YURINE IDEA WHAT KLIROSAWA- 
KUROSAWA, KIND OF SAN! 
1:1 SCALE INCREDIBLE 
CHOCOLATE CHOCOLATE 
SHE'S GOING 
TO MAKE 
ME... 


























































































































































‘EVE BUT I’M 

: THING THIS TIME ||NOT MAKING 

"PONT oF. EB FOR SURE, || xuiosans- 

VALENTINES [I I'LL MAKE . 

® A HER ADMIT 
DEFEAT! 






SHE'D BE 
HAPPY 
WITH ANY 













THIS IS 
FOR NO 
ONE BUT 
ME... 






THE BEST 
CHOCOLATE! 












































IS THIS 
THE GATEAU 
CHOCOLAT 


YOU TOLD 
ME ABOUT? 

















= 


KouHals From AIT] 
THE TRACK TEAM fl 
ry 














THEM WITH 


AYAKA-CHAN. ~ 







































































ARE you THANK 
GIVING YOU! 
THEM TO 

EVERYONE 











NERVOUS 


WHEN WE 
WERE STILL 
IN MIDOLE 


WE SPLIT 

INTO GROUPS CHOCOLATES, 
AND GOT HUH...WE 
CHOCOLATES DID THAT 








HAVE ONE! 


THIS IS FOR YOU, 


MIKAIDOU-SAN... 













Quit 


THAT! EARS 
1's WERE 
EMBAR- 


RASSING 

















: | vou were | 
you know, |) © J %o 


BACK 
GIRLS REALLY - 
peters A NOW You THEN, 


: GIVE ME MIZUKL, 
BEST WHEN CHOCO 

THEY'RE 7700" 
YOUNG AND y y bee ih 


CASUALLY. 


INNOCENT. IT'S BORING. 





Cen 
oa | 
eee 








CAN WE 00 
/T OVER!? 


But I 
AGREE WE 
SHOULDN'T 
GET INTO A 
REPETITIVE 

















































































































WHY SHOULD 
SOMETHING I GIVE You 
A KOUHAI CHOCOLATE, 


usually +om a IZUMI? 
DOES? 


I'M EXPERT 





IF YOU GAVE 
ME SOME, 
I'D GIVE 
YOU SOME 
IN RETURN. 


YOU HAVE 

AT LEAST 

ONE BAG 
OF BACKUP 
CHOCOLATES, 
DON'T YOU? 






















IN FACT, I'M LUON'T 
MAYBE YOU ALREADY BEA 

SHOULD HIDING || FEEL LIE 
SLIP ME A your vay || T'S WOR 
PAYMENT CRIME AND || GIVING, 
OR TWO? ALL... 4 

























TO BE 
HONEST, IF T 
DID GIVE You 
SOME, YOU'D 
PROBABLY 
FORGET TO 
GIVE ME 
SOME BACK. 














I-IF you 
DON'T GIVE ME 
CHOCOLATE, 

\ I'LL PLAY A 
\ TRICK ON yOu! 

















T'LL PAY YOu 
BACK FIVE 
TIMES OVER 

ON WHITE DAY 
AGAIN THIS 

YEAR. YOU 

JUST WAIT. 





IN THE 
MIDDLE OF 
SOMETHING, 
I GUESS. 





I WANTED 
TO GIVE 
OOSHIRO-SAN 
CHOCOLATE 
TOO... 

































REALLY? e 
ISN'T THIS 
NORMAL, 


THOUGH? ma 


















































T PEEL LIKE 

















I'VE BEEN 








WITH YOU 
CONSTANTLY 
TODAY OR 
SOMETHING, 

TOWAKO. 





























HEH-HEH... 


HERE WE 
Go! 














OH My! 
THANK YOU, 
KUROSAWA- 
SAN. 

















SO THIS 
CHOCOLATE SHE 
MACE...I'LL 
JUST CHECK 
EXACTLY WHAT 
HER LEVEL 
1G. 















































































































































I'M VERY OH...T'M 


HAPPY... SORRY. 
REALLY. 














YOU'RE NOT 
HAPPY? DO 
YOU NOT LIKE 
CHOCOLATE? 

















UM. I WANT 
TO GIVE YOU 
SOME BACK, 
BUT I DIDN'T 
BRING THE 
CHOCOLATES 
TODAY, SO... 






THERE'S 

Kauist|| NO WAY YOU 

= I Il DIDN'T MAKE 
\ 


CHOCOLATE 
FOR EVERYONE 
IN CLASS, 
SHIRAMINE-SAN. 









| FINALLY 
DID IT, 













YOu 


























PRACTICED 

YOU TRIED MIzukl MORE THAN 

TO MAKE USUAL AND 

SOMETHING PUT YOUR 
BETTER THAN HEART 
ME SO I'D INTO IT. 





ADMIT DEFEAT. 





SL 

S 
SF Ms 1sNn'T 
SS A COMPETITION, 

SS = HENT TRIED Fa - BUT I BROUGHT 

TOO HARD AND CHOCOLATE FROM 

NOW SHE'LL A STORE, $0 YOU 


COULDN'T HAND 
OVER THE HANDMADE 
CHOCOLATE SO 
FULL OF YOUR 
FIGHTING SPIRIT. 


THINK I'M 












Yo 
CHOCOLATE, 
SHIRAMINE- 


JUST BECAUSE 
YOW'RE A 
TINY BIT OF 
A GENIUS, 
DON’T GO 
THINKING YOU 
YNOERSTANO 
ME/L 














AFTERWORD 


THAD PERSONALLY SETTLED ON A THEME OF “LOVE COMEDY" FOR VOLUME FOUR, 
BUT MY EDITOR INSISTED THAT THIS WAS THE STORY OF THE FUTURE, AND | THOUGHT 
THAT SOUNDED BETTER, SO THE THEME FOR THIS VOLUME IS “FUTURE,” | HOPE 

YOU UKE IT! CANNO HERE. THANK YOU FOR READING ALL THE WAY TO THE END! 


AGAIN, MY EDITOR, EVERYONE IN THE ALIVE EDITORIAL DEPARTMENT, THE DESIGNER, 
KANARASHI-SAN AND KAWAUCHI-KUN WHO SAVED ME WHEN | BEGGED FOR HELP IN 
TEARS, AND MY FRIENDS AND FAMILY WERE SO IMPORTANT IN HELPING MAKE THIS 
BOOK. THANK YOU 50 VERY MUCH! LIKE | MENTIONED IN THE AFTERWORD IN THE LAST 
VOLUME, THEY DID MAKE A DRAMA CD, AND THANKS TO P-SAN, THE SCRIPTWRITER, 
THE VOICE ACTORS, AND EVERYONE ELSE INVOLVED, THE WORLD OF KISS HAS 

GROWN BIGGER THAN | IMAGINED. THANK YOU! MORE THAN ANYTHING, WHAT MADE IT 
POSSIBLE FOR ME TO COME THIS FAR IS YOU READING KISS AND ROOTING FOR ME ON 
THE OTHER SIDE OF THE PAGE (OR MONITOR). TRULY, THANK YOU. | WANT TO KEEP 
EXPANDING THIS WORLD, AND | WOULD LOVE IT IF YOU CAME ALONG WITH ME. 


I WANT TO BO A STORY AROUND SHIRAMING NEXT TIME. 
| HOPE WE MEET AGAIN IN VOLUME FIVE!! 


TSS 





























KisseWhite Lily econ’ Dearest Girl 














Kohagi 
Inoue 
& 
Momiji 
Shikama 


‘Kaoru 
Machida 


SZ 














I’m so happy you guys would do this for me. 


& id 























Kisses White Lily ce Dearest Girl 














Mizuki * J Moe 
Senoo Nikaidou 


ou 














Thanks, Moe. I really am a disaster without you. 


% id 
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